The influence of assessments on students' motivation to learn in a therapy degree course.
This paper reports a study which attempted to examine the influence of a varied assessment programme on student motivation to learn in an undergraduate therapy degree course. In March 1997 a questionnaire was distributed to 98 third-year occupational therapy and physiotherapy students at the Southampton University School of Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy. Using closed and open questions the questionnaire required the students to consider all the assessments they had taken in their 3 years of study and provide information about which type of assessment they found most motivating for their learning, and why. The results revealed that students found a wide range of assessments motivating. There was some satisfaction with the mix and range of assessments. Three assessments emerged as the most motivating for student learning: Clinical/fieldwork II and III and Methods of inquiry III. In addition, four factors associated with assessment appeared to influence student motivation: perceived relevance and content of the assessment, enthusiastic lecturers and group influences. These factors need to be explored in more detail but in order to do so, educators need to be prepared to engage in an open dialogue with students about the learning climate that is created within higher education.